286          THE LAND EEVENUE OF BOMBAY.
Commissioner did not approve of the Collector's proposal to allow land to be taken at dry-crop rates for irrigated crops with a view to lower the assessment, as it would tend to force cultivation; lie preferred the lowering of the assessments at once.
In 1832 Government replied to a proposal of the Collector to give a general reduction of 20 per cent, to holders of mundd holdings, and 15 per cent, to those cultivating outside the limits of their own villages, on account of the lowness of prices, that such per-centage reductions should only be given in places where the assessment appeared to bear equally heavily on all classes, and the usual remissions in other cases after careful inquiries had been made. Istavti Tcauls might be given as usual with due caution. In the next year they gave it as their opinion that any general reduction of rates would only tend to increase the area under cultivation, and bring about a still larger supply of grain and a further lowering of prices. On this ground they would place more reliance on the cultivation of more valuable descriptions of produce to improve the condition of the people. The Government of 1832 had evidently not studied the law of supply and demand on a large scale.
In 1883, in consequence of the bad season and the lowness of prices, leave was given to the ryots to grow f odd or for their cattle and vegetables for themselves without paying any assessment on their land.
In 1835 the Collector reported that collusion existed between capitalists and the Brinjarries (Vanjara), the owners of pack-bullocks by means of which grain was usually transported, to refuse the hire of carriage in order that the ryots might not be able to avail themselves of the favourable market of Bombay. He proposed accordingly that he should be allowed to accept produce in place of cash in payment of rent. The Eevenue Commissioner in forwarding the proposal supported it, stating that in the case of cotton Government had already authorized its purchase up to a value of Es. 50,000, but only a single bale had had to be bought to produce the desired effect of raising the price to a fair standard by encouraging competition. If merchants of their own accord offered a remunerative price to producers, there would be no necessity for the interference of Government, He